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i. ‘This memorandwn suggesis action on the part of the
Divector of Central Intelligence. Such requested action is Sﬁnﬁ&iﬂ@é
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3. Determining the geneval view held by the Congress on any
particular situation is Sifficult if not opossible until the question is
put to a vote. Howevez, theve are sufficient indications of the
congressionsl view of the Agency fo warrast concern. I shall discuss
aome of these but first would like to point out the unusual situation of

our Subcommitises.

——

3. The only formal Subcominittes appointed to consider CIiA
activities is the “Subcomuniites on the Ceontral Intelligence Agency" of
souse Armed Services. Last year, ar. Visson indicated a strong

depire to have a monthly meeting and th

¢ Agency on its initiative gincs

then has urged that monthly briefings occur. There wers six meatings

. of this Subcommnittes last yaar and there have been {our this year.

4. The other House Subcoemmities {Appropriations) is not &
j formally eptablished Subcouunitiee. Last year we met three times

with this Subcommittes sid three tlues

thie year. The most recent

snesting cccurzed on 27 Sugust 1963 when both the Director and Depuly
Pirector wers woavailoble., With sppropriate notice 10 hiy. Cannon, 3
coam of senlor officisle et with the Subgornmittes, The eniive meeting

was devoted to a series of questions by
Tigest article by Francis Vivian Drake,

o Ren I

the Chairman based on & Raagers®
The Gscomiiture of geveral of
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the members was obvions as it bas been in othey mwtmg@. The
problemae of the chalrinansnip of this Bubsomasitise aye fully
approciated by My, Mohon and Mr. Ford. This subject was dise
cussed by My, Mahoo with the Diregtor of Central Intelligence
saxly this year. Mz, Ford is out of town for two woeks but  hava
word that he is sevicusly converned that the Subcommittes has not

| heard from the Agency on a current basls on 'both Viet-Nam and

Cuba and inténds to raise this problem with Mr, Mahon and Mz,
Cannon when he returas,

5. On the Sonate side, there is interlockday membersilp on
the two Subcommitiees. Thorsfore, as a malter of convenience and
alee, in part bocause of the increasing disability of Chalrman Hayden,

E;ﬁ@mtw Russell bas in effect conducted jolnt meetlngs for the past

\

4

hres years., There woere oix such neetings last year and this venr
thore have hoen two. As a mustter of Interest there was only cad
mesting in 1961,

. These fouwr Commitless have perhaps the greatest
reoponsibilities in the Congrevy s»d In consequence the Chalrmen
continucusly have weighty problams competing for their attention.

In additien, there are many other problems, political asd otherwise,

, wideh are of concern to these Chalrmen, All of this leaves litle time

it

?

., for them to devots to CIA. This s notably so in the case of Senator

Russell with civil rights legislstion, Lie position on the nuclear test
ban fyreaty axnd othavs,

V. The continuing siforés 1o establish & Joint Commities on
Intelligence are veflocted in the introduction of ssventeen resolutions
in this Congress. A rather well-reasoned spoech was made by
Representative Lindsay on thic subject on 16 August 1963, and this
contained various fuctunl errors abowd the Agency which have gone
unsnswered. There have been other references to the need for &
Jolnt Comumiites including such Benslors ae Morse and Smathers.
There contines o be press eriticisme of the Ageney, & réceant one
fsw exarmaple being The Washington Foet editorial of § September 1963,

b | Mene of the members of our Subeominitiees has tahen to the {leor or
| to the press to state that they ave thoroughly briefed on CIA sctivities

\
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or to refuts the accusations against the Ageacy. This can be
contpasted with frequent favorable reference to the Divector by nams
28 head of the Central Intelligence Agency during the courss of the
fiooy debate on the nuclesr test han treaty. We have a granscript of
& radio interview with Lesle Azends snd Williaw Dray whe aze
merabers of thé CIA Subcomunittes. They were asksd if thoy kaew
_sbhout the Central Intelligence Agency's role in the Yietnamese
situstion. They both indicated thal they were not brisied on this
subject. '

8. A sulficient number of unchallenged accusations inevitebly

» will influsnce members of Congress and thought should be given to

' pome method of countering this contimulag barrage. This becomes

. particulazly fmportent in considering the timing of floor action on
our early retivement bill, During the Subcomnmittes heavings, Chalrman
Rivers several times caviioned that theys was & considerabie body of
antagonism to the Agency in the Heuse. We would not want flooy action
on the bill to be the scoasion for a debate on the mevits of numersus

| accusations or cause renewal of discussion of & Joint Committes. &
is recognized thas inevitably this will be true to & ceriain degres.
Howevor, we should consider prior action to at lsast blunt the edgs
of such ap attack. If we are to have auy hope of final passage of the
esrly rotirement bill this yess there will have to be House floor action
in the relatively neay future in oxder to provide suificient Hime for
Senate action. :

9. What to do about this problera? The ares of poesible action
appears to be lmited to the membership of sur Subcommittees who have
been given detalled and candid briefings and who axe the only membeys i
a position to make a judgment on the over-all performance of the Agacy.
We believe these members and partionlarly the seniox members sincevely
balieve the Agency is perfownsiag & crecitable job despite its Jifficult teslk
whersfore, it is to be hoped that they would yecognize the nocessity oz
therm to spesk out sccasionally in delenze not ouly of the Ageacy but also
to demmonstysts proper Hacharge of their own responsibilities as mambars
of LA Subeomenditees. The specific action secomunendod, thevelore, i3
ehat the Dizector of Central Intelligence mest privately with members
such as Russwil, Saltonsiall, Viescn and Avends. In the case of House
Appropriations, Ibelieve this s & special eituation where the Dizector

w
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should meet first with My, Mahon and ssek his advice a8 to further
-gontacty particularly haviay in mind bringing Gerald Ford into the
matter. The purposs in view of such mestings would be ¢o elicit
advice and develop a strategy locking toward public pronouncements
by those members and othey CLA Subcommities members. The form
of the public statements could be (i) Hoor sietementa, {11} preas
relouses, (3ii) press intexviews, snd (v} cemmilics seporis.

10. In exploring possible conlent of such proncuncements thers
could be considered yeloreacoy to detsiled belefings on all vhases of
CIA activitlies. The ususl chawges that the Agency is pursulny an
independent policy whether South Viet-Nam or elsewhere could be
refuted with no demage to security by sspurances that this type of
thing has been sxamined and all pheses of CIA activities ave coordinated
and reference could be made to the President's statement on this very
subject. Ceounsideration could be given to denving specific accusations;
for example, as recently as 16 Septemnber 1963, Senator Thurmond in
the Conzregsional Record yefers to the Soviet launch of Spuindk {in
Cotobar 1957 when the U, 8, waes caught by complets surprise « "efliciad
intelligences estimaltes had 1ot us down sgaidn. ¥ Possibly at this time the
gecurily considerations would be such the true position of Agency esthnates
could be made public and loy this one te vest for all time. There may be
other sccusations which have boen repeated 80 olten they have bagome
legend which could be laid to rest i the passage of Hose has lessened the
seeurity aspects.

ii., To gsunmup, insofar as we can nanse the situstion, the
reputation of the Agency in the Congress geperally sesms o be curvently
on the decline and sction slong the lines dlscussed above should be talen.
Mezawhile we can de some effective work in our rouline contacts with
individaal Congressmen and suwch meetings as the group breakiasts are

- helpfvl and should be continued, .

' 17
s/ Jehn 8. Warne

JOHN 3, WARNER
Legislative Counsal
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